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General Gives I lich Praise lo
i

Actor-Iinlertainc- rs of Hie

Division

Ify Martin Green.
If Major On. John V. O'ltynn had

not decided to tnko up a military v

recr ho would havo been a leader In
. r . . . ( . . .. , .any (hiih;hiiiii i 1 inn nig ua i unmu

qualification tho talent for observa-
tion. Ho would havo been a wonder-
ful reporter, a superior detective, a
uupcrlatlvo Investigator; and In ad-

dition to hlfl powers of observation, J

ho possesses lo a ulurked degreo tto
pift of expression. Ho Is always .n- -
tcrcstlng. as a writer or a talker, and
it Is probablo that ho hits stored up
more information ubout a wider rango
of subjects in military matters than
anybody cUo In tho army.

Officers attached to tho War
told this wrltor rocently

that Gon. O'ltyan's reports, niado as
a result of a visit to the llritlsh from
la 1517 in advanco of his departuro
for tho front with his division, were
the most complete In detail, tho clcar-iv- rt

and the. best arranged they over
caw. Nothing of inWltary worth was
loo small to enffafjo hl.s attention. Ho
inipplled to Uio War Department in-

formation about equipment, for In-

stance, that nobody elso had ever even
thought about. And tho reports wero
no annotated and indexed thnt of'l-ce- rs

interested In any subject, fr.'
Hie heels of Idlcra' shoes to lliogiorft
appropriate tint for tho finish of stojl
holnicts, can turn right to tho infor-

mation they neck without reading
about other things.

Con. O'Hyan Is prono to confine his
conversations to military affairs, al
though ho Is thoroughly posted on
current events. Sometimes ho is per
suaded by questions from or state-
ments of others In Ills rompuny to
talk on subjects dissociated from war,
but almost any subject has a inllitiry
tnd nowadays, and ho Invariably fol-
lows thnt end into its natural objec
tive llowevar, thi.ro Is one iiu of
conversation not completely military

QltlintiKh It has. In a sense, a mill- -
tarv aspect of which tho Gftneral
never t.ri's, and thnt relates to tho
"i.how unit" of hln division.

THE VALUE OP THE SHOW
UNIT.

This unit Includes the actors, ning--
ora and dancers lo kept llirir com -
panions aiuuwu mi uiiinuineu
throughout Uio unr and an imn pri
aentlng tho superior nius.eii bliow,
"Lot's Heat It," at tho CctVury Tho-- ,
atrc.

Gen. O'Hyan has attended ovory
porformauee given by his soldlcr-nct-o-

and he was Just as good an
at tho last show as al Hie first.

') Sometimes ho has done a little con- -

Tho Guneral spared tlmo from his
BMltUorlous oUlcial duties to talk In

x iiv'.

a gossipy way about his division and.
otner matters yesterday. Ho didn't
Know no was goirar to taut unui nc
tartel In. Capt. Uddy. his aide, had

made an appointment for him to meet
the wrlttr.

"Speaking of tho show unit," re-

marked inn Ccneral's visitor, "Just
vhat pun docs nmusemont play In
mo lire of a fcoldlor In tho Held?"

"A erv lnilinrt:int n.irt " unlit flpn
cvnjan. -- you imvo noticed perhaiM
'hat economists, presenting flguiiw
showing how a man earning no mue.h I

a week ought to mansgo to savo so,
much a week, always make an expen-
diture allowanco for 'amusement.' U
Is considered necessary that the
worklrw man. the business man. the
housewife, the school children .shall
Vv amusod Tho soldier before lio i
puts on his uniform and subjects
Mmsolf !o military discipline nan been
a working mnn or hn.slnc.ia man al
though a biisincsn mnn Is a working
man for that matter and ho cnrrlci
Into military Hervico tho tainii desire
ror iimusunent he possessed in civil
life.

"nut a soldier In the field Is unable
to pick his own amusements. Ho Is
part of n machine which provides
everything for him his clothes, his

"?'" ' " "a ''"""TfAnd as ho is unable tn
amusement. It must bo brought to
mm.

We were particularly fortunate In
our division in tho way of material for
an amusement enterprise. Krom this
city, tho headquarters of things thea-
trical in tho United States, we had
gathered In a number of professional
actors, slugora and musicians. Tht--y

Just naturally got together as Boon
as we got tottled down in camp mid
gavo a show. Around tho nrofesslonal
nucleus wo built up a big organization,
uim our amateur taient proved to he
surprisingly efficient. Of course, as
commander of tho division I am
inoorciicaiiy. manager of tho theatrical
troupe, and I can say with mnnagorlaJ
pride that everywhere wo have ap-
peared wo havo 'knocked 'em dead.'
You ought to see our notices!

"Our acting toys were good fighters,
too. Our conwdlnns lightened many a
dreary hour In the field, but every sol-dl-

Is more or less of a comedian. He
can kco something funny In tho most
serious situation. Ho Jokes going Inlo
battle, and it Is a good thing. Ask a
soldier about his experiences and In a
majority of lnstnncea hn will proceed
lo relate a happening that jnado him
laugh."

HOW "MINEOLA" BECAME A

BATTLE CRY.

"What aliout this expression
'Mlneola' 1 heard so often on tho
Leuathan? ' asked tho writer. "Is it
i division Joko?"

"Hy no means," replied General
cruyan. "I am toid i,y i;0. Kranklm
Ward that It Is the Imttlo cry of the
lOiith Iteglment, adopted under cir- -
cuuistauces which might bo called ex
traordinary.

"When tho lWth Iteglment led the
way in the assault on tho lllndeiiburg
lino tho null went Into tho fight yell-
ing 'Mlnenla!' It was a surprise to
tho olllcers, wno made inquiries, and
they tell mo that from what they
learned this yell was a'iort of mvol- -
untary exclamation which appears
to have a psychological side.

"Upon lavlng camp at Spartan-
burg, bound for Trance, the division
was divided, and the 106th Iteglment
camo to New York ror cmuarkntlon.
In some way tho word got around
tho regiment that It was going into
camp at Mlneola beforo starting for
thu front.

Of courso, this rumor was good
news to the boys, most of whom aro
from Brooklyn, it meant a cb&nca to
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see their folks and, perhaps, to get
leave nnd cei Hrooklyn and Manliat-nn- .

Hut they didn't get to camp at
Mlneola and their only glimpse of
New York was gained from tho tratu-por- t.

"Their dlappolntmont wub keen,
iut was soon forgotten in tho

of the oyagu and the nov-U- y

of tlio (xpvrlriit.L of approaching
tho Hint In Kranci. It would cer-
tainly seem that tho Incident was
burled by tho time tlio regiment

orders to open tho attack on
thu Hindenburg line.

"Olllcers tell Col. Ward they do
not (InJ that thero was any concerted
plan to use any kind of a battle cry go.
Ing over the top. Hut as the men start-
ed In, after a period of tense, eager
wilting, tho wor.l '.Mlneola' seemed
P I. burst from thorn."

".Might It bo possible," asked the
rlter, "that the memory of the old

disappointment suddenly came to
t: In tho shoe'- nf the charge?"

"That," said the General. "Is not
lor me to "ny. have t.o opinion
EXCLUSIVELY A NEW YORK DL

VISION.
Tlio 27th Division, during Its fifflit-lnt- c

caroer In I'lcardy, Flanders and
Belgium was exclusively a New York
division, representative of all parts of
the State, No other division furnished
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such an opportunity for comparison
III wnrfaro botween the boy b.jui and
ro.ned In a great i'lty afid Uio boy
born and ivared on a farm or in a
small town. Gen. O'ltyan's miio of
oliMTvullon served him In tins con--

ction.
"Tho city bred iwy." ho said, "Is

not so excitable under unuhual con-

ditions its tho country brd boy,
tho city bred loy is tlio in no

nervously enernitic. Kven so romurk- -
ablo a thing as a battle Is only an
experiwico to onu raisod In now xoik
City.

"The country bred boy Is Ixvttcr
than tho city bred boy In many of tho
tasks which ale urt uf army life. Ho
takes better care of burses and ve-

hicles. In digging and dining wood,
and the general labor at which thu
Soulier spends most of his timn tho
country boy excels berauhn hu Is used
to It. Ho neisi!rip!lshe llioso thlnifs
eaml nnd with the lea.--t drain on nl
rnoiir(-es- , Thu city boy has lo work
harder and tires hlmsi'lf out in cm--

lyment that Is strai go lo him. Tim
mixture of the nervously energetic.,
quick thinking city boy and the
slower thinking, moro rcservod coun-
try ly forms an Ideal element in a
fighting foroe.

"In our division." tho General wont
on, "we have ut tills tlmo thounuu-- J

JDVCLS
Jli rvyprr

of boys from oilier States who wuro
sent to us to tal.e the places of our,
klllej and wound' d. It li a source
of grat iri.it ill itinn' to me to bear
on h II sides unsolicited i ommeivInMon
of (lie behavior of till tho bojs of the
27th Division, whether they belong in
this city or State or helonj elsewhere

"We lime tried to impress on the
boys that tlify .should continue ti act
as soldiers to the finish of their career-a- s

soldiers, that they should not let
down In discipline or conduct a.s their
discharge day appnmi lies. They have
been all over New York for more than
two weeks and thus fur we huvo not
received a single complaint. I am
told by inllltaiy men and by citizens
who havo had n,, military training thai
they can tell a i'tli Division soldier
long before the mako otu tho Insignia
on Ills sleeve by his general air of
neatness and Ids soldierly carriage, Mo
higher praise could be given.

"It will be only a short tlmo when
these boys will be out of uniform
and mingling In wi.li the lives of
their communities. It should be re-

membered ot them when they return
to civil life that tney have all burned
comethlng while they were away,

"These no) s In a suseeptlblo po-rl-

of their Uvea havo travelled
nerc.ss thn oecn in Itself an event
ihait ctmcs to tho Uvea of but few
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peoplo huvo fought a foreign foe In
a for l"M land und Mved In a foreign
land. They have mingled with the
frrnch people, lived In Kiench rlilis
an l towns and villages and on farms
and they have brought back inan
idea whloh will seem strange to
their home folks,

Thi y have found, for instance,
that it Is possible to obtain anywhere
In France on short notice a good,

d meal. This applies to
tho peasant's cottage, to the little

tysldo Inn, to tho restauiants In
general.

"It is no exaggeration to ay tha.
It is not possiblo to go anywhere In
tho I'nltod Ktutcj and get a good,
well conked meal al a reasouabl'
price. The millions of returning sol
diers will b a factor In imptovliu
American cooking und introducm,
variety Into American minis.

"Our Mddlers havo observed that
there la practically no food waste In
France. Thn wasio ,isorvnuit ner
on all slds is simply appalling. Th
leturned soldier, by reason of rigorous
aimy ti.iliiinif, which i 'unpeiieii mm
to tako peisonal care of all his own
effects and to keep thnm neat and
presentable, will comn closer Into thn
family llfo of his homo than ho wus
beforo hn went away.

".Whlto war is wholwalo waste, the

house-
hold waste at honw und protest
against It.

"The soldier from thn farm han hud
Indnllbly stamped on his mind memo,
rlr.s of Intensive cultivation of tho
soil of Franrn nnd of conservation of
French natural refourccs. Thcjwj les-
sons, taken tn our farms, should lnvo
a great beneficial effect on the farm-
ing Industry. Our soldiers found
ftom the moment they rrnched Fmnre
that lumber Is scarce there, and they
observn on every hand tho careful
nnd wise methods tiwil In carl hit ff.r
French forests. In the produotlon of
lumber not a twig Is wftslrd. If a
Frenchman doeldes to get fuel from
a wood lot he divides the total num-
ber of trees In the lot by seven nd
trims the limbs from of
tho trees each year for seven years.'
At the end of tho seven-yea- r ported
the trees wlileh were first trimmed I

aro ready to be trimmed again, (f
our returning .soldier living In timber,
district carry tho Idea and practice
of forest preservation homn tho war '

will hnvn been worth whlie to thut I

rrtent."
SPITE OF AFTERNOON TEA,

TOMMY IS A FINE SOLDIER.

IT IIIIM till lllll BllUjr-v- t 1)1 IIIU1I Ullll
things ll!e that," remarked the aon-or.-il- 's

visitor, "let uu know If it U
Due that the llritlsh soldier knocks
off fighting at 4 o'clock every after
noon for ills cup of tea."

I wouldn't say Unit, replied uen.
O'ltynn, 'nut the afternoon tea habit
is in tho llritlsh Army to an extent
that is sometimes CiXitxprrutlnir to
soldiers who forget all about eating
or drliiklii,; when theru la a job to
Do dune.

I inn told thnt during some of our
hottest lighting Die drivers of British
lorries bringing tin our supplies
stopped nt a roadside for their after
noon tea. Hue of our quartermaster
otlicom found thwn and tho conversa
tion, 1 am Informed, was quite lurid.
llowuver, if the llritlsh soldier's after
noon tea docfl him any good, by All
mruns let him have It, because ho Is
a .smashing good soldier."

11 has boon said, ventured the
writer, "that tho Germans were far
superior to tho Allies In tho placing
ot their machtno gun ioltlona with
reference to tho possibility of tha
greatest damage to tho enemy."

Hi that connection," said Gen.
O'ltynn, "it should be remembered
that the Germans were on tha de- -
lensive, fighting on ground they had
occupied ror yours. They hud plenty
of opportunity to work on maohlno
gun nnd other defenses, nnd I will say
ror itiem they did their work skilfully
and thoroughly, but wu learned rap- -
inly, ci nd in machine gun warfare.
after we drove them out of their pre
pared stronghold, wo excelled.

'Thn Germans were particularly
strong m tholr machine gun defenses
of farms or little villages, I ran UIiin-tru- ti

this by cmr experiences in taking
a village called Herezele, I think,
which was particularly well fortified

"tney nan marnine guns in pro-
tected places In the village, but they
knew tluit In the course of event'we
would finally destroy llnso positions
by artillery tire, which we did, We
blew the vl'lage tn pieces, practically,
with our big guns, and then He ad-
vanced. yi
WHEN GERMAN EFFICIENCY

PROVED FUTILE.
"There were ceitain avenues or

roads or openings thrui.ah which this
advance had to hu made. At some
distance beyond thn vllluge the Ger
mans had dug trenches for machine
guns wnich wero not excelled in
point of construction bv tho tronchns
In the actual Hlndenburg line. The
machine guns In tin km trenches cov-crf-

fronlally and at unglrs, tvrry
point through which on advance could
be madu through what was left nf the
village. Thn trenches were so well
eainnunagcd that wo did not know
tin y were there.

"German machine gunners rested :n
these trenches in more or Ices com-

fort while we were tielllng the vil
lage. Anil when we came through
the) opened up on us. We eventually
silenced all thise noidtlons with nrtll- -
lery. I iased there a short time
later, and the trenches weru literally
full nf dead (Itrmans."

Ocn. O'Hyan was right with his
men In their hardest lighting, and no
saw his regiments coma hack, shat
tered and bleeding, but undaunted,
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IN K. OF C. STAND

Pretty Girls Shower Flowers
on Wounded as They Pass

the Cathedral.

Tho Knights of Columbus stand In
front of St. I'atrleh's Cathedral wj
filled to tho last ot Its 3,000 scats by
9 o'clock. Dr. Harry I. Swift, Chair,
man of tlio New York Chapter, and
Michael H. llogan, supcrvltot of War
Activities, wero In active chargo ot
a battalion of ushers, and of ovorsea
girls distributing flues und pro-

grammes, who began their dutloa.t
T o'clock and kept tho people mov-
ing Into placo, swiftly ,aaid comfort-
ably.

Among the prominent members of
the Kulghta of Columbus of New
York am other cities who occupied
thu boxes at the ends ot the stands
wero Supremo Knight James' A.
Flaherty of Philadelphia, Daniel J.
Sullivan of Fall lllvor, director for
tho Ktfctern-NortticaMe- rn Depart.
monts; William J. McGlnley, Uu.
prom Secretary; District Attorney
Joseph I'olletler of IJoston, Bupreme
Advocato; William 1", Irfirkln, Over-

seas Director; Dr. John J. Klnnott.
Chairman of tho Domestic War fie-li- ef

Committee; Kdward U Arnold,
Chalrmun of tho City War Itclltf
Work Commltteo; Kucono 1'. lnrk,
Director ut Supplies; and Joseph J.
Toomcy, Chairman of the Stnrloe
Station Committee.

Tho boxes In the centre wero occu-

pied by more) than &00 clergy. Among
thum wero Vicar General Joseph H.
Mooney, Mgr. M. J. Lavello, Mr.
Johu J. Dunn, Mgr. Luke J. Evers,
Mgr. Henry A. JJrunn and the llev.
John J. Wynne, Chuplaln of the New
York Chapter.

Theto wero many wounded mom-be- n

of tho order on the stands still
wearing tholr olive drab und blue,
who wcru biought to thu stand from
base hospitals In tho city and vi-

cinity.
Tho pretty girls grouped alonr tho

front of tho stand wore supplied
with great stacks of flowers with
which they pelted the wounded mem-her- s

ot the 27th Division, who wore,
carried through thu parade In tho
big white idghi-soeiin- g cars provided
by the order. An enormous sheaf of
American lhauty roses whs reserved
fur tho Hov Father Francis A. Kelly,
Division Chaplain, for whin tho staiuti
roso with tremendous uproar as be
passed in Major Gen. O'ltyan's staff.

from successful Attacks on German
positions which had been, a tow
hours before, deemed Impregnable by
iho foe. In all tho warmth of the
vveleome home. In tho midst of the
rush of preparation, he has thought
if the boys he left in Franco, and ha
will think of tho missing when cheer-
ing hundreds of thousands greet tho
survivors of tho division in the great
parndr,

"I nm proud of those who came
homo," said tho General. "I am proui
of those who made tho great sicrl-fle- e,

mid I feel for their families nnd
their friends. It Is my sincere hope
that tho peoplo of New York will
never forget the families of the boys
who died and will do everything pos-
sible for the comfort and support of
those who came back crippled, Thoen
of us who camo back whole will wrtiV
ably bo uble to take caro of
Helves."
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